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 Dear Parishioner, 
      Every Confirmation Candidate is required to research and write a reflection on the Saint 

whose name they have chosen for their Confirmation name.  Jenna Wilson chose “a living 
saint”.  I hope you enjoy  and marvel at its content as much as I did.                  Fr. John 

 

My Grandmother, My Saint,     
By Jenna Wilson 
 
Saint Rose a.k.a. my grandmother. To me, a saint doesn’t have to 
be some dead person in a book. In fact, many people could be 
considered saints, but are never recognized by the Catholic 
Church. In my opinion, one of these people is my grandmother, 
Rose. My grandmother, Rose has some very saint-like qualities. 
The first one, and what I consider the most important, is the ability to handle whatever 
God throws at her. She knows that “God places the heaviest burdens on those he knows 
can carry the weight”. And I believe that she is definitely carrying some weight.  Another 
saint-like quality that my grandmother fully envelops is the ability to love. Jesus loved 
everyone as an equal, and always treated everyone with respect. My grandmother does 
that, too. She is kind to all her children and grandchildren. She loves us equally, and 
never favors one over the other. This is something that many others can’t say they do. 
We’re often told to stand up for what we believe in. My grandmother will never be 
silenced, and I believe that this is a very important quality. My grandmother has taught 
me to speak up, especially about my religion. Jesus also teaches us to forgive. If forgiving 
was an Olympic race, my grandmother would win hands down. She has forgiven me and 
my sister countless times. She follows the word of Jesus and knows that deep in our 
hearts we don’t want to fight. Also, like Jesus, my grandmother is a listener. She will 
listen to me talk and tell stories for hours at a time, but she is also a talker. She knows 
when the right time to speak is, and also knows the right thing to say. Like Jesus, she is a 
healer with her words, as well as her actions. Jesus comforted people with his words, by 
telling them that they would be forgiven of their sins. My grandmother also comforts us 
with her words, she tells us that everything will work out, and she’ll comfort us until we 
believe that everything will be alright. Jesus also comforted people with his actions; they 
believed him, after he performed many miracles. My grandmother also comforts us with 
her actions. Whether it’s as small as giving us a band-aid or just a simple hug, we all are 
comforted by her. I believe that these qualities are just some of the wonderful qualities 
that my grandmother possesses. My grandmother is my best friend, and I know that Jesus 
wants me to be seen in her name in the eyes of the Church.  
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PARISH CENTER HOURS 
On Thursday, December 24th the Parish 
Office will close at 12:00 Noon and on 

Friday, December 25th, the Parish Office will 
be closed. The office will re-open on Monday, 

December 28th  at 8:30AM. 
 

FOREVER YOUNG SOCIAL 
(Chasing the winter blues  BINGO) 
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Monday December 21, 2009 
 8:00 AM Lena Blanco 
  by: Daughter, Arlene Leone 
Tuesday December 22, 2009 
 8:00 AM Jim Love 
  by: Wife, Marian 
Wednesday, December 23, 2009 
  8:00 AM Anna Bayda 
  by: Marian Love 
Thursday, December 24, 2009 
 4:00PM Fred La Rosa (HALL) 
  by: Wife, Marie and Children 
    4:00PM  Deceased Members of Daneri, Rando and 
  Walsh Families (CHURCH) 
  by: Kathleen Rando 
    6:00PM  Kay Kilgore (CHURCH)  
  by: The Kilgore Family 
  12:00PM  Elizabeth and Joseph Cavalarro 
  by: The Children 
Friday, December 25, 2009 
 9:00 AM Vittoria Rudi (CHURCH) 
  by: The Rudi Family 
 11:00AM  People of the Parish (CHURCH) 
Saturday December 26, 2009 
 5:00 PM Rosemarie Mosca 
  by: Marie and Tom Gorman 
Sunday, December 27, 2009 
 8:00 AM Helene Sacca 
  by: John and Elena Sacca 
10:00AM  People of the Parish 
 11:30AM Special Intentions of the Daneri, Rando 
  and Walsh Families 
  by: Kathleen Rando 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK: 
Phil Ardire, Ruben N Alvarez, Anita Alverez, John & 
Mary Lou Baird, Tate Balcarek, Marie Bantivoglio, 
Dolores Bauer, Bruce Beckett, Antionette Bedishian, 
Elizabeth Belli, Barbara Biehler, Joe Bolam, John Brach, 
Jim Brady, Walter Burnes, Roger Butler, Mary Byrne, 
Connie Chiolo, Anthony Ciarroccki, Jimmy Contento, 
Pam Crocetti, Mary Dalbey, Kayla DeFeo, Frank Dolan, 
Charles Dumont, Eileen Edwards, Catherine Faccine, Terri 
Gannon, Brian Geary, Joe Garofalo, Michael Garrity, 
Colin Patrick Grady, Lucille Gross, Helene Haney, Laurie 
James, Fred La Rosa, Julie Leonard, Ingrid Lodato, Marge 
Lubrano, Caitlin Martin, Ann McIlroy, Fred McIlroy, 
Bruno Melchionni, Blasco Molle, Perfecto Moulic, 
Michael Piazza, Patty Plunkett,  Catherine Potts, Baby 
Bryanna Ramirez, Jim & Tony Ray, Mary Recupido, 
Anthony Russo Sr, Joseph Ragusa, Ronald Schoen, Gary 
Schoen, Michael Sepessy, Marie Smith, Thomas Stinson, 
Helen Szymczak, Kurt Thurber, Dr Edgar Valle, Jack 
Waite, Ginger Walsh 
 

LITURGICAL ROLES 
for  December 26, 2009 and December 27, 2009 

Saturday, December 26, 2009 
5:00 PM  Fr. Ruggles   
  Altar Servers:  N Dacanay, M Langmuir, M Luebkemann 
  Lectors: M Gambino, M Rowles 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion: B Coen, 
  B Datto, C Desrochers 
Sunday, December 27, 2009 
8:00AM Fr. Ruggles  
  Altar Servers:, G Bocco, G Miller, M Miller  
  Lectors: J Deets, H Schmidt 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion: M Dell, 
  B Maiore, M Maiore 
10:00AM  Fr. John and Deacon Welsh 
  Altar Servers: C Stewart, G Weiss, J Weiss 
  Lectors: T Cost, L Repici 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion: M Borinski, 
  C McKenna 
11:30AM  Fr. John 
  Altar Servers: E Hallinan, M Hallinan, N Schroeder 
  Lectors: B Wayland, C Wayland 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion: R Cowley, 
  S Cowley, M Gilbert 
 

M ILITARY PRAYER L IST 
US Army: Col. Lars Braun, Capt. Alex F. Katauskas, Sgt. David 
Marnell, Sgt. Frank Renna, Infantry, Sgt. Peter Roethke, Ranger, 
Capt. Doug Sackett, PFC Christopher Vassey, Sgt. John David 
Vozzelli, Lt. Joseph Weston, Jr., Pvt. Christopher Worthington, 

Sgt. Deanna D’Ambrosio, SPC Matthew Baumann, SPC 
Christopher Hill 

 US Navy: E4 Bob Moeller , Ryan E. Gager, Lt. Grahm Gill JG  
USAF: Thomas Clerici, David J Wagner, Jr. USMC: PFC Ryan 
Bridge, Daniel Gallemit, Thomas Grace, Michelle I. Ryan, Sean 
P. Ryan, Adam Ardire,  Justin Keleher, USCG:  Petty Officer 

Tim Edwards 
 

OFFERING REPORT 
December 14, 2008                        $10,241.00 
December 13, 2009                        $10,437.00 
Increase $196  or 1.9% 
Envelopes: 291 
Weekly expense:                  $11,000.00 
Parish Indebtedness:                   $67,805.00 
 

 
Christmas Eve Parking 

Once again, I thank the Knights of Columbus for 
helping with the flow of traffic before and after the 4 
o’clock Masses on Christmas Eve. Cars in the Church 
lot will park bumper to bumper to maximize the 
parking space. Early arrivals may wish to park in the 
rear of the Springdale Shopping Plaza.    Fr. John 
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2009 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Opportunity for Confessions 
Wednesday, December 23rd from 7:00PM to 8:00PM 

MASSES FOR CHRISTMAS 
VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS  – Thursday, December 24th      

4:00PM Church 
4:00PM Hall (Liturgy with children)  

6:00PM Church 
12:00 Midnight – Church 

CHRISTMAS DAY - Friday, December 25th 

9:00AM 
11:00AM 

MASSES FOR THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY  
Saturday, December 26th   5:00PM 
Sunday, December 27th     8:00AM 
    10:00AM 
    11:30AM 

MASSES FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD 

Thursday, December 31st   4:00PM 
Friday, January 1st             10:00AM 
 

 

      

                             
**Sunday, December 27, 2009 11:30AM 
Sunday, January 10, 2010 11:30AM Mass 

Sunday, February 14, 2010 1:00PM 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION :. Please call the Parish Office at 
(856) 424-1454 for more information. Arrangements must 
be made in advance for Baptism Preparation and 
Baptism.    
 

** Families have requested an additional Baptism date to 
accommodate family wishes and visiting relatives. 
Also, please remember that the Sacrament of Baptism is not 
administered during the Season of Lent. 
 
 

  
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER : 

 

Jane Baker 
Aunt of Gloria Jean Esbrandt 

Lucille Miscioscia 
Mother of Tony, Jeff and Ric 

Stanley Macelis 
Daughter of Barbara DeNardo 

Jeanette Mc Kee 
Mother of Mary Goble 

Joseph Lee 
Son of Mrs. Wong and Sister of Rosa King 

     Religious Education News 
Come Follow Me!  

We are in need of substitute Catechists for Level 1-4 
Classes on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, from 4:30PM 
to 5:30PM and for Level 5-7 classes from 6:30PM to 
7:45PM on Tuesday and Wednesday. Please e-mail 
stmaryreligiouseducation@verizon.net or call 856-424-
2679 if you can help us minister to our youth.  
 
 

FOREVER YOUNG THANK YOU! 
A very BIG thank you to all who made our "Forever Young 
Christmas Gathering" such a wonderful time for everyone.  
Special thanks to Maryanne De Angelis, General 
Coordinator, and to Pat Hoffman, event coordinator, to all of 
our "Forever Young" team ministers, to all who brought food, 
decorated, cleaned-up and assisted in countless way.  Most of 
all, thanks to all who came and made it such a memorable 
time!  See you again in January for "Chasing The Blues" 
Bingo and refreshments!           Kathleen 
 

 

A limited number of “A Quiet Moment” 
statues (in bronze only) are available. 
They would make a great Christmas gift! 
They will be available in the Parish 
Office, every day, from 9AM to 4PM.  
 
 
 

 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

A “thank you” to Father John, Father Ruggles, Deacon 
Mike, and all the Ministers of the Holy Communion 
who visited me.  Also, thanks to all my St. Mary’s 
friends who said prayers, called, and sent cards during 
the recovery from my recent hip surgery.  Sincerely, 
Jack Waite 
 

 
UPDATE CORNER:  For the sake of those 

who will be away for Christmas, and would 
otherwise miss it,  we will not have a Catholic 
Update in the next two weeks’ bulletin 

 

 
 

      G.I.F.T  Book Discussion Group 
     Monday, January 4, 2010 @ 1:00pm 
                  Room 102 (Hall) 
 Our January book discussion group will take 

up the stories of “ Abigail”  (1 Samuel,chps. 25-26) and “The 
Shunemmitess” (2 Kings, Chps. 2-8).    Curious about these two 
Old Testament women? Join us! 
 
Books are available for purchase at the session. See you at 1pm , 
in Room 102! For more information, please contact our Pastoral 

Associate, Kathleen. 
 

  
Flowers this weekend are in memory of the 

deceased family and friends of Bernard and Nancy 
Doogue 
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Parish Calendar of Events 
December 24, 2009     4:00PM Christmas Eve Mass, (Church) 
       4:00PM Children’s Liturgy, (Hall) 
       6:00PM Christmas Eve Mass, (Church) 
     11:30PM Christmas Caroling in Church 
     12:00 Midnight Mass, (Church 
December 25, 2009     9:00AM Christmas Day Mass (Church) 
     11:00AM Christmas Day Mass, (Church) 
December 28, 2009     6:30PM Youth Group Meeting, Room 104, (Hall) 
December 29, 2009 No Religious Education Classes 
December 30, 2009 No Religious Education Classes 
December 31, 2009 No Religious Education Classes 
       4:00PM Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, (Church) 
January 1, 2010    10:00AM Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, (Church) 
January 3, 2010    Youth Group Food Pantry Delivery after 10:00AM Mass 
 

WE NEED YOUR TURKEYS AND HAMS! 
Every year, for the holidays, our parish reaches out to those less fortunate than ourselves; those experiencing financial 
hardship.  We collect and distribute turkeys and hams for Christmas dinner to people within and beyond our parish 
boundaries.  Can you spare a turkey?  A ham? If so, please drop it off at the Parish Center on or before Tuesday, December 
22, 2009 between the hours of 9:00AM and 4:00PM.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

CHERRY HILL FOOD and OUTREACH 
During this Advent season, there is a need for you to share your gifts with others. The Cherry Hill Food and Outreach Council 
(CHFOC) is planning a fundraiser for next year. The Food Pantry is now serving over 800 families from Cherry Hill and the 
surrounding area monthly. CHFOC distributes over 15,000 pounds of donated, purchased or government food each month.   
The cost for our 100% volunteer supported program is $30,000/year. Each month, 20 to 30 new families are added to our 
service base.  Your help will be appreciated in one or more of the following areas:   
1. Would you be willing to help CHFOC obtain gift certificates from your place of employment or businesses you frequent or 
    work at such as restaurants, retail stores, hair salons, jewelry stores, golf course? 
2. Do you have a timeshare or shore property that you could donate time – week, or weekend? 
3. Do you have new merchandise that you won’t use that can be used for a Chinese auction?  
4. Do you have access to season tickets for professional sports and wish to donate?  
5. Do you have a service that you can offer at the fundraiser?  

Please contact Sandy Czerniakowski at 231-7879 or dczerniakowski@verizon.net. 
 

AS ALWAYS, THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 
 

SCORE -VOLUNTEERS 
SCORE, a non-profit organization funded by the Small Business Administration SBA, counsels start-up and existing business 
entrepreneurs in growing their business. We are seeking volunteers who have expertise in areas of: marketing, management, 
finance, event planning, IT Human Resource and other skills. Giving of yourself to help others is self-rewarding. Be a part of 
the exciting team of over 12,000 other counselors nationwide who mentor small business entrepreneurs. For more information 
call Larry Brennan at 856-234-5669 or go to our website score254.org and view our ad. 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The ARTS at Camden Catholic High School presents the “Annual Christmas Concert”, Sunday, December 20, 2009, at 
2:00PM. Select pieces and Christmas music will be performed by the band and choir.  Admission is FREE! Visit the web site 
www.cchsarts.com for more information about the concert, samples of music and our program. 
 

 
Quiet my heart, Lord.  And show me a Christmas as peaceful and calm as an old cattle shed. 
 

Slow down my pace, Lord, and help me seek Jesus, the Son of Your Love, in a humble straw bed. 
 

Steady, ,my spirit, Lord, call me from chaos in simple surrender to pray and rejoice. 
 

Break through the busy, too-bright celebration, and whisper your message, “Be still…hear My voice.”  
 



 

 

 


