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CHURCH OF ST. MARY 
  
     Dear Parishioner, 
          Happy Christmas! 
 
      There is a musical energy that is released and pulls us toward its center 

whenever someone utters the word “Christmas”.  Christmas gentles us 
personally and also our surroundings. It prompts us to slow down, to pause, to 
stop, to reflect.  Christmas nudges aside the preoccupations of our lives and 
transports us to a stable in Bethlehem where a teenage woman named Mary  
has given birth to a child named Jesus. A name that means “Savior”.  

      
     Once there, we are wrapped, stilled and focused upon the child whose arrival became the 
meeting point of measured time. The waiting is over.  A new era has begun.  Heaven has  
cozied onto earth in the person of a helpless baby who is born in a fodder trough in Bethlehem.  
It happens quietly and without fanfare. As we reflect upon this rustic scene, we experience a 
dawning of the spiritual.  A divine lantern is lighted within us. The light draws us in and in  
and in and into itself. There are no words. There is only reverence, mystery and the dawning  
of joy deep within. The quiet enables us to hear our own heart beat and that of the Holy Family 
in unison with the stabled animals. Our beating hearts thump, thump, thump praise to the God 
present in our midst. Our bonded breath breathes cloudy awareness of God’s presence in an 
unnamed stable. 

 
     This bulletin letter stretches across Christmas and the Feast of the Holy Family. How  
true to life the readings for both celebrations are. In life, how quickly the balloons or roses 
received at the birth of a child are deflated or fade with the news of some unforeseen 

problem. A missing child for Joseph and Mary (Mass of Holy Family).  A 
medical problem for your newborn.  Joy and pain are in adjacent cannisters 
and, sometimes, both are in one.  This continues through childhood, the teen 
years, and, indeed, throughout life. Reflection, insight and more reflection is 
the stuff of life. We continue to wait in quiet darkness for the flame of the  
divine lantern to leap a little higher within us. God chooses to remain veiled. 

God sent the Son, whom we call  Jesus, as God’s lighted face in our midst. Luke tells us that 
Mary kept “all these things” about Jesus in her heart. Her wonderment about Him which  
begun in her womb is continued in her mind and heart throughout his lifetime.  
 
Keep on wondering and reflecting throughout your life about Jesus born in Bethlehem. We  
are, and continue to be, Advent people. We live and wait and hope like the expectant Mary.  
The child and adult Jesus remain God’s gift to us. A Divine gift wrapped in human wrapping, 
shrouded in mystery beyond our full comprehension. Unwrapping Him takes a lifetime of  
trying, when like Mary, we keep “all these things” about Him forever in our hearts. May her  
joy be ours. 

     Merry Christmas, 
     Fr. John 
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HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER FOR FAMILIES 

 

Lord God, from you every family in heaven and earth takes its 
name. 

Father, you are love and life. 
Through your Son, Jesus Christ, born of woman, and through 

the Holy Spirit, Fountain of the Divine Charity, grant that 
each family on earth may become for each successive 

generation a true shrine of love and life. 
Grant that your grace may guide the thoughts and actions of 

husbands and wives for the good of their families and of all the 
families in the world. 

Grant that the young may find in the family solid support for 
their human dignity and for their growth in truth and love. 

Grant that love, strengthened by the grace of the sacrament of 
marriage, may prove mightier than all the weaknesses and 

trials through which our families sometimes pass. 
Through the intercession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, 

grant that the Church may fruitfully carry out her worldwide 
mission in the family and through the family. 

Through Christ our Lord who is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life for ever and ever.     Amen 

 
 

   
�����������	�
������
����
�����	������
�������	��

��
���
��������������
�����������
��������
	����������	��
	����
��
������������
�����������
��������������
�	�
��
�����
����� �
�����������	�	�

��������������������
��������
����
�

������������	��
��������
�����������
���
	��������������
���
����������
����������

�
��������������������
����������
���������
� !�"� # 

 



 
 

 3

 
Monday December 28, 2009 
 8:00 AM James and Marie Parrillo 
  by: Russ and Lee Thurber 
Tuesday December 29, 2009 
 8:00 AM Peggy Spillane 
  by: Marie Bantivoglio 
Wednesday, December 30, 2009 
  8:00 AM In Memory of the Rabic and Ventriglia  
  Families 
  by: Jim and Linda Rabic 
Thursday, December 31, 2009 
 4:00PM James Verano (CHURCH) 
  by: Daughter, Marie 
Friday, January 1, 2010 
  10:00 AM People of the Parish (CHURCH) 
Saturday January 2, 2010 
    5:00 PM Nancy Goen 
  by: The Hyland/Wayland Families 
Sunday, January 3, 2010 
    8:00 AM People of the Parish 
   10:00AM The Gorman and Zanol Families 
  by: The Families 
   11:30AM Soledad Soriano 
  by: Rose E Bansch 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK : 
Phil Ardire, Ruben N Alvarez, Anita Alverez, John & Mary 
Lou Baird, Tate Balcarek, Marie Bantivoglio, Dolores Bauer, 
Bruce Beckett, Antionette Bedishian, Elizabeth Belli, Barbara 
Biehler, Joe Bolam, John Brach, Jim Brady, Walter Burnes, 
Roger Butler, Mary Byrne, Connie Chiolo, Anthony 
Ciarroccki, Jimmy Contento, Pam Crocetti, Mary Dalbey, 
Kayla DeFeo, Frank Dolan, Charles Dumont, Eileen 
Edwards, Catherine Faccine, Terri Gannon, Brian Geary, Joe 
Garofalo, Michael Garrity, Colin Patrick Grady, Lucille 
Gross, Helene Haney, Laurie James, Fred La Rosa, Julie 
Leonard, Ingrid Lodato, Marge Lubrano, Caitlin Martin, Ann 
McIlroy, Fred McIlroy, Bruno Melchionni, Blasco Molle, 
Perfecto Moulic, Michael Piazza, Patty Plunkett,  Catherine 
Potts, Baby Bryanna Ramirez, Jim & Tony Ray, Mary 
Recupido, Anthony Russo Sr, Joseph Ragusa, Ronald 
Schoen, Gary Schoen, Michael Sepessy, Marie Smith, 
Thomas Stinson, Helen Szymczak, Kurt Thurber, Dr Edgar 
Valle, Jack Waite, Ginger Walsh 
 

M ILITARY PRAYER L IST 
US Army: Col. Lars Braun, Capt. Alex F. Katauskas, Sgt. David 
Marnell, Sgt. Frank Renna, Infantry, Sgt. Peter Roethke, Ranger, 
Capt. Doug Sackett, PFC Christopher Vassey, Sgt. John David 
Vozzelli, Lt. Joseph Weston, Jr., Pvt. Christopher Worthington, 

Sgt. Deanna D’Ambrosio, SPC Matthew Baumann, SPC 
Christopher Hill 

 US Navy: E4 Bob Moeller , Ryan E. Gager, Lt. Grahm Gill JG  
USAF: Thomas Clerici, David J Wagner, Jr. USMC: PFC Ryan 
Bridge, Daniel Gallemit, Thomas Grace, Michelle I. Ryan, Sean 
P. Ryan, Adam Ardire,  Justin Keleher, USCG:  Petty Officer 

Tim Edwards 

LITURGICAL ROLES 
for  January 2, 2010 and January 3, 2010 

Saturday, January 2, 2010 
5:00 PM  Fr. John and Deacon Welsh   
  Altar Servers:  K Boyle, A Harvey, T Hoopes 
  Lectors: O O.Brien, S Helfrich 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion: G Esbrandt, 
  N Sands 
Sunday, January 3, 2010 
8:00AM Fr. John  
  Altar Servers:, M Morgan, R Morgan  
  Lectors: B Melchionni, K Morgan 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion:  Chiolo, 
  B Schulze, J Smith 
10:00AM  Fr. Ruggles 
  Altar Servers: J Dorotan, K Nufable, C Vicente 
  Lectors: G Principato, K Rando 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion: L Ciccone, 
  N Minchew, J Plunkett 
11:30AM  Fr. Ruggles 
  Altar Servers: M Keen, J Kosyla, K R Mahoney 
  Lectors: C Montini, Z Lang 
  Special Ministers of Holy Communion: S Omari, 
  E Ventura, V Ventura 
 
 

 

 
**Sunday, December 27, 2009 11:30AM 
Sunday, January 10, 2010 11:30AM Mass 

Sunday, February 14, 2010 1:00PM 
Sunday April 11, 2010 11:30AM Mass 

Sunday, May 9, 2010 1:00PM 
Sunday, June 16, 2010 12:00PM (Noon) 
Sunday, July 4, 2010 12:00PM (Noon) 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION :. Please call the Parish Office at (856) 
424-1454 for more information. Arrangements must be made in 
advance for Baptism Preparation and Baptism.     
 

** Families have requested an additional Baptism date to 
     accommodate family wishes and visiting relatives. 
**Also, please remember that the Sacrament of Baptism is  
     not administered during the Season of Lent. 
 

FOREVER YOUNG SOCIAL 
(Chasing the winter blues  BINGO) 
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2009 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

MASSES FOR CHRISTMAS 
VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS  – Thursday, December 24th      

4:00PM Church 
4:00PM Hall (Liturgy with children)  

6:00PM Church 
12:00 Midnight – Church 

CHRISTMAS DAY - Friday, December 25th 

9:00AM 
11:00AM (With Choir) 

MASSES FOR THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY  
Saturday, December 26th   5:00PM 
Sunday, December 27th     8:00AM 
    10:00AM 
    11:30AM 

MASSES FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD 

Thursday, December 31st   4:00PM 
Friday, January 1st             10:00AM 
 
 

 
 

      G.I.F.T  Book Discussion Group 
     Monday, January 4, 2010 @ 1:00pm 
                  Room 102 (Hall) 
 Our January book discussion group will 

take up the stories of “ Abigail”  (1 Samuel,chps. 25-26) 
and “The Shunemmitess” (2 Kings, Chps. 2-8).    Curious 
about these two Old Testament women? Join us! 
 
Books are available for purchase at the session. See you at 
1pm , in Room 102! For more information, please contact 

our Pastoral Associate, Kathleen. 
 

 

Thanks, 
We have received several favorable comments 
about the stable frame surrounding the Quiet 
Moment statue of Jesus, Mary and Joseph on the 
Springdale Road lawn. It looks especially beautiful 
at night.  The statue was donated by Marie 
Bantivoglio to the people of the parish. It was 
dedicated to mark the millennium.  Recently, Bruno 
Melchionni designed the new frame with input from 
Tom Wakeley.  Tom built and installed the frame 
with assistance from Mike Leathem. It is a great 
addition to the property.  Some people want the 
frame kept in position throughout the year rather 
than just the Advent and Christmas season.  What 
do you think?    Fr. John 
 

 

     Religious Education News 
Reminder! 

The 2nd Level Religious Education Penance 
Retreat will be held in the Parish Hall on 

Saturday, January 9 th , starting at 9:30AM. 
Parents need to attend with their child. If you 
have any questions, please call the Religious 

Education Office at (856) 424-2679. 
 

Come Follow Me!  
We are in need of substitute Catechists for Level 1-4 
Classes on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, from 4:30PM 
to 5:30PM and for Level 5-7 classes from 6:30PM to 
7:45PM on Tuesday and Wednesday. Please e-mail 
stmaryreligiouseducation@verizon.net or call 856-424-
2679 if you can help us minister to our youth. 
 

   UPDATE CORNER:  
 For the sake of those who will be 

away for holiday weekend, and would 
otherwise miss it  we will not have a Catholic 

Update in next week’s bulletin. 
3 

“Fruit of the vine, work of human hands” 
The gifts of bread and wine presented at Mass 
represent us, our lives, our toil. “Truly the work of 
human hand’s”, adults and families are welcome to 
present these gifts on behalf of the entire community 
present. The gifts should be carried by the adults but 
children may accompany them. Won't you consider 
presenting these gifts for us at Mass? It's a wonderful 
way to prayerfully and gratefully mark an 
anniversary, or special occasion in your family's life, 
or to remember the special intention of that Mass. 
Please let the Ushers know if you would like to 
present the gifts when you arrive for Mass. 
Thank you! 
 
 

 

 
 

Jesus said to them, "Why were you looking for me? 
Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 

house?" But they did not understand what he said to 
them. - Lk 2:49-50 

 



 

 

Parish Calendar of Events 
December 28, 2009     6:30PM Youth Group Meeting, Room 104, (Hall) 
December 29, 2009 No Religious Education Classes 
December 30, 2009 No Religious Education Classes 
December 31, 2009 No Religious Education Classes 
       4:00PM Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, (Church) 
 January 1, 2010   10:00AM Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, (Church) 
 January 3, 2010   Youth Group Food Pantry Delivery after 10:00AM Mass 
 January 4, 2010     1:00PM G.I.F.T. Video/Book Club, Room 102, (Hall) 
       6:30PM Youth Group Gathering, Room 104, (Hall) 
       7:30PM IHOC Meeting, Meeting Room 
 January 5, 2010     4:30PM and 6:30PM Religious Education Classes All Levels, (Hall) 
       7:00PM Baptism Preparation, Meeting Room 
 January 6, 2010     4:30PM and 6:30PM Religious Education Classes All Levels, (Hall) 
       7:30PM Adult Choir Rehearsal, (Church) 
       7:30PM RCIA, (Chapel) 
 January 7, 2010     4:30PM and 6:30PM Religious Education Classes All Levels, (Hall) 
 January 9, 2010     9:30AM Second Level Religious Education Penance Retreat 
 January 10, 2010 IHOC Begins (Guests Arrive), (Hall) 
     11:30AM Baptism Administered during Mass 
 January 11, 2010     4:30PM Junior Choir Rehearsal, (Church) 
       6:30PM 8th Level Religious Education, (Hall) 
 

 
ATTENTION KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS  

Our prayer shawl circle is going strong and we’d love to have more members.  We meet in the Parish Hall 
(Room 103) typically two Thursdays a month from 1:00PM-3:00PM.  Our schedule of meetings for the year 
2010 are: January 14 and 28; February 11 and 25; March 11 and 25; April 15 and 29; May 13 and 27. Please 
mark your calendars.  We hope you can join us.  Come share your talents with this wonderful ministry.  If 
you have any questions, please call Lisa O'Shea at 856 874-9396. 
 

FALL CLEAN OUT FOR IHOC!!!! 
As you are making room in your linen closets for those new bed linens and towels 
you received as gifts, why not pass along the old ones to our guests (men in 
transition) in the IHOC program. Our guests will be arriving at St. Mary on 
Sunday, January 10, 2009. Please drop off your donations at the Parish Center or 
call Helen Meyers at 856-787-9187 for pick-up. Thank you. 
 

CHERRY HILL FOOD and OUTREACH 
During this Advent season, there is a need for you to share your gifts with others. The Cherry Hill Food and Outreach Council 
(CHFOC) is planning a fundraiser for next year. The Food Pantry is now serving over 800 families from Cherry Hill and the 
surrounding area monthly. CHFOC distributes over 15,000 pounds of donated, purchased or government food each month.   
The cost for our 100% volunteer supported program is $30,000/year. Each month, 20 to 30 new families are added to our 
service base.  Your help will be appreciated in one or more of the following areas:   
1. Would you be willing to help CHFOC obtain gift certificates from your place of employment or businesses you frequent or 
work at such as restaurants, retail stores, hair salons, jewelry stores, golf course? 
2. Do you have a timeshare or shore property that you could donate time – week, or weekend? 
3. Do you have new merchandise that you won’t use that can be used for a Chinese auction?  
4. Do you have access to season tickets for professional sports and wish to donate?  
5. Do you have a service that you can offer at the fundraiser?  

Please contact Sandy Czerniakowski at 231-7879 or dczerniakowski@verizon.net. 
 

AS ALWAYS, THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 
 


